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I had a friend who became a Christian but turned his back on Anglicanism, Protestantism or Catholicism for Orthodoxy.  Where was the sense of the supernatural in western liturgy? he asked.  It is the very question this French theologian addresses and it struck me that, like my friend, he finds encouragement in the Orthodox perspective on Christianity as deification. 

Jean Borella identifies the sense of the supernatural as an awareness of 'a radical lack in the very substance of the natural human order …. also to know that God always gives more than he promises … grace … hollows out in us the place for God'.  It is Jesus Christ who restores the created order to a contemplation ruptured by sin.  'By the Incarnation not only human nature, but all the other creatures of the universe have been raised, in some way, to divine grandeur … ennobled and embellished and, as it were, divinised' (Gonet).  Christ in the eternal presentation of his wounds to the Father for our redemption 'now appears in the presence of God on our behalf' (Hebrews 9:24).

This is a passionate book calling for a recovery of the vision of both God and man, a fuller sense of their sacredness.  It reacts against both radicals who substitutes 'the humanisation of man for his divinisation' and fundamentals who would reduce the mystery of faith to verbal formulae.

The Archbishop of York has written of the need for our worship to be 'awesome yet accessible'.  Jean Borella has produced a resource that invites such a recapturing of the mystery of faith.
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