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'We are daring to believe that a sovereign work of God is going on at this time - and that it is quickening the spiritual heart of our Church' writes Bishop Nigel McCulloch in his introduction to a collection of stories to be used as a resource to catalyse thinking and action towards 'the path of renewal'.

'Ours is a church which certainly has its wounds. It is also a church which, under God, undoubtedly knows a renewing work of the Holy Spirit'. Anglican diversity, which is indeed painful at times, shines forth in the book, from Walsingham to New Wine, Alpha to Emmaus, the Charismatic to the Liturgical.

The 27 stories are told under 9 headings - spirituality, worship, healing, communities, large gatherings, initiation, evangelistic missions, social action and 'across cultures'. They provide an encouraging picture of the spiritual life of the Church of England on the eve of the Third Christian Millennium. 

'The Way of Renewal' is something of a 'smorgasbord' designed to catalyse new thinking about renewal and mission. As with any such resource its practical use will be limited by the openness of its readership to own 'renewal' as something beyond the familiar stereo-typing of charismatic renewal. Furthermore the taking up of many of the options - Walsingham, Alpha Courses or Ignatian spirituality - will raise wider issues of authority and integrity that will always be of concern within a parish if things are to ring true.

Renewal and growth are an overflow of life. This book is an encouragement in its portrait of that life of the Spirit in the Church of England today. There is strong implication from most of its contributors that this life is ecumenical in the best sense. It flows from streams Catholic, Charismatic and Evangelical typical of the Universal Church, within which the Church of England always sees her place.

