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Lion handbooks have a track record of accessibility and engagement with core Christian conviction so one on world religions is something different. With all the distortions of religion both from within and outside the different faith traditions reliable information is hard to access which makes this volume timely. 

The revised handbook has evident authority and a fair feel about it. The fruit of contributions from eighty academics drawn into its preparation from across the world by Professor Christopher Partridge it sets out one by one chapters on twelve principal religions. These chapters are identically structured and address four areas: historical overview, sacred writings, key beliefs, worship and festivals to end with developments in the modern world. There are opening and closing chapters touching on religion in general, the sacred, the spiritual and religion and politics.
Hans Küng wrote famously: There may be no peace among the nations before there is peace among the religions, and no peace among the religions without dialogue between the religions. For gaining the quick clarifications essential to this vital dialogue as it works out in life it is hard to beat this newly improved volume. The best representation of other people’s beliefs is a service both of the truth that is in Jesus and the peace of the world.

A handbook is not a book to read from cover to cover but reading the ‘insider’ pages is a quick route into getting a feel of what it is like to live as a Sikh, Muslim etc. The ‘I am a Christian’ page is written by an evangelical believer and reads well though the Christianity chapter is matter of fact on the sacramental and doctrinal with more enthusiastic coverage on church growth. 
Overall the book seems to me, a Christian, to communicate fairly and well information that serves any seeker of truth who wants to get through the parodies of religion and find any solid truth that lies there. 
The Revd Dr John Twisleton, Rector of St Giles, Horsted Keynes
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