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Christianity has a yes, but attitude to the Old Testament, yes it is Testament, but it is Old. Sunday by Sunday the Old Testament readings in the Lectionary are chosen to fit the Gospel reading. In this book by a Sussex priest there is a resource for preachers who build on such fits and for all who seek sense in the Old Testament. 
Seek sense, or rather, seek Jesus. This rapid tour of 31 books or groups of books is aimed at seeking Jesus in the spirit of the disciples on the Emmaus Road. Their hearts burned then as Jesus explained to them what was said in all the scriptures concerning himself (Luke 24v27,32). O’Donnell finds Jesus as Saviour in Joshua, Sacrifice in Isaiah, Refiner in Malachi and so on. He is wise to a long Christian tradition of so unlocking the Old Testament and open to authorities as diverse as Oswald Chambers and the Curé d’Ars. 
Their Hearts Burned kindles spiritual imagination. Could Leviticus’ warning against strange fire (10v1-2) have relevance to multifaith worship or the cities of refuge in Deuteronomy (4v41-43) image the security believers have in Jesus? O’Donnell unpacks the disconcerting narratives of propitiatory and aversion sacrifice as love language in Christ. The so-called levelling experience of charismatic renewal prophesied by Joel (2v28) witnesses Jesus as the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit. Ezekiel’s wheels within wheels (1v16) could signify the union of God and humanity in Jesus.

It is a fast moving tour of a book rich both in scholarship and in illuminating stories of the spiritual transformation that comes into play when people find Jesus. Like Rahab’s scarlet thread (Joshua 2v17-21), symbol of Christ’s blood, Their Hearts Burned is a pointer to what gives cohesion not just to the Old Testament but to everything in the Christian perspective.
