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If Catherine of Siena was said to roar at the church of her day to wake her up the Superior of the Anglican Community of the Servants of the Will of God gives us a good shout in his recently published booklet. Fr Gregory, physics teacher then monk for 46 years, gathers together teaching from a long, fruitful ministry that paints an arousing picture of the potential for the church and for the world.  In 64 rich pages there is a distillation, an urgent summons, a call to see things as God sees them.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom we are reminded, so fear him and nothing less than him, for he is our God.  We are to see our lives as one with Christ in his body awaiting his return so that Christian life is in the spirit and in anticipation of our glorious end.  The Lord wills our transformation and that will be achieved by a new movement of contemplation as Christians renewed in mind, offer themselves as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1-2) with his own perpetual sacrifice present in the Holy Eucharist.

Unity, Holy Tradition and Contemplation is a call for Christians to put first things first and especially the three aspects in the book’s title.  Fr Gregory admits his own recent awakening to how the visible disunity of Christ’s Church is crucifying once again the Son of God (Hebrews 6:6).  In this booklet he gives a picture of Holy Tradition, especially the unity of true theology with prayer and the essential synergy, co-operation with and submission to the Holy Spirit.  In his call to contemplation there is Christocentricity along with a looking and pressing forward with the entire universe towards the future for which we were all created in Christ.
As leader of a religious community of men and women Fr Gregory has more authority than some to speak of the complementarity of the sexes.  He does so controversially in terms of the special bond of contemplation Jesus shares with Mary that is a gift to all believers.  Applauding the prophetic ministry of Vassula Ryden, the author sees her True Life in God messages as a welcome reminder that the church is built upon both the apostles and prophets.  The call for one date of Easter, one Eucharist and one pursuit of evangelisation in these messages is one with the wake up call of this booklet.
If we believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic church, Fr Gregory is saying, there is work to be done, disciplines to be recovered, prayers to be said so that the church might be more fully one, holy, catholic and apostolic.  Our future mission rests on such a renewal and it will be a costly business God wants all who attend His Eucharist to be one with him in total self-offering and one with one another in love, truth and spiritual empowerment.  This is his promise and the task we must wake up to in Christ.
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