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If human beings are made for worship there is in principle no more important research than that which helps people find true worship.  

George Guiver writes as a monk whose life centres on corporate worship in the great Christian tradition. His magnum opus conducts an imaginative historical survey which admits complexity and resists different fundamentalisms.

Liturgical research has moved on from earlier tidinesses such as that of Dom Gregory Dix who saw a four fold shaping as the golden thread through history. If Guiver has any preferred theme it is that of the communion of disciples with Jesus more than the sacrificial taking, blessing, breaking and sharing.

Vision upon Vision is literally that, an engagement of the reader with wave upon wave of the liturgical tide of the Holy Spirit as vision builds on vision in the shaping of Christian worship through the centuries. Guiver has a particular sympathy for drama in worship and counters those who suspect it. Even if the historical origin of stripping altars on Maundy Thursday derives from spring cleaning churches its evident spiritual force links it to the core of what Christian worship is all about. God is other to us and can and does use foolish looking phenomena to waken our hearts. This stress on the holiness and otherness of God recurs throughout the book. Gaining a taste for these is, in one of Guiver's telling images, like being trained up as a sniffer dog!

An enigmatic statement from Vatican II provides the frame of the book:  'the liturgy is made up of immutable elements, divinely instituted, and of elements subject to change'. Guiver sets us thinking about the essential core of Christian worship, seen in obedience to tradition, and outward forms that speak to and draw from contemporary engagement. For worship to retain power and influence it needs custodians who hold it to the Christ of living tradition and handlers who save it from clericalism and elite tendencies.

In such a partnership of the specialist and the popularist lies the receipe for worship that is both awesome and accessible. Guiver's book is a resource that humbles the specialist - liturgical knowledge takes you only so far - and is a shot across the bows of the popularist. Christian worship is corporate, always has been and always will be. The worship in store for us ultimately is in the communion of saints where there will be no individualism.

Having read Vision upon Vision and welcomed it's reminders I feel my own parish is possibly in safer hands. The challenge as with any specialist book is to popularise it's insights by, in this case, teaching that aids the liturgical formation in our own local Christian community.
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