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In a church culture keen to engage with spiritual seekers and draw in new adherents the former Master of the Dominican Order, Timothy Radcliffe issues a timely challenge. Is the point of Christianity its worldly benefits like overcoming stress, gaining stability or even prosperity? If it were so and the church took to marketing, Timothy argues, Christianity would sell itself short. The point of Christianity is to point to God who is the point of everything. Why defend our faith as ‘relevant’ when God is himself the measure of all relevance?  Either Christianity is true and God is our ultimate joy and destiny or it is not true. The task of evangelisation is to own and commend that truth, live it and share it.
Philosophers bring us back to first principles and as they do so they can bring us to common ground with our fellow human beings. By its belief in reason Christianity is one with all who keep faith in homo sapiens though the Christian vision counters destructive self-centredness. Fr. Radcliffe’s philosophy is laced with humour, humanity and an appealing engagement with the social ills of our day which make What is the point of being a Christian? the encouraging read it is. In Christian faith there is no escaping reality. Timothy’s stories from a worldwide itinerant ministry provide rich, colourful witness to the vital involvement of Christians in changing the world. 

How about change in the church and how do Christians explain all the infighting? If God is our ultimate security how can we fail to be people who are open and at ease? ‘Let us not fear that truth can endanger truth’ is a repeated quotation which rebukes the fearfulness around in Christian circles. It is hard to be a witness to a liberating Gospel if you are not yourself living in evident liberty. Though Christianity has a narrow door, this door of baptism – death and resurrection with Christ – is an entry into spacious mercy, delight, joy and freedom.
At the centre of Christianity is an orientation towards God which captures the gift of Jesus given to the church and potentially to all. The key division in Christianity today is explained as one between those who see Christ as primarily the source of unity in the church and those who see him as primarily the unifier of humanity. The author reflects on the necessary tension between both views and captures their unity in Christ’s words at the heart of every Eucharist: This is my body…given for you…This is my blood..shed for all. It is the Sunday Eucharist that is reminder par excellence of the need to live in such creative tension with a life oriented to God.

Timothy Radcliffe’s book is an affirmation of Christian basics made all the more powerful by its  call for humility as a virtue necessarily allied to a concern for truth. Just as the English language has been purified over the years from racist, sexist and generally contemptible idioms so the church is open to ongoing purification as in interfaith dialogue where Christianity is learning to stretch its vocabulary in the name of Christ ‘the word of friendship in which humanity is reconciled’.

This is a book that itself stretches the mind, besides warming the heart and affirming the ongoing point of Christianity as a place where people enter new spaciousness in anticipation of the eternal vision of God promised to his children through Jesus Christ.
