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Why Terror? Is there no alternative? Such is the title of a booklet compiled by a Brighton Imam and recently published which gives a humble, thoughtful approach to how the world addresses terrorism.

Imam Abduljalil Sajid watched 19 evil men change the world on September 11, 2001. His response, inspired by a Christian friend, was to gather thoughtful contributions from 19 Muslim friends as a counter to that evil. Each contribution has about it a note of humility with a facing of their own prejudices, fears and hatreds. It is an eloquent attempt to conquer evil with good through a speaking out of the truth in love.

The contributors see the truth about the evil in the world as having a balance about it so that all interest groups should be self-critical. The arrogant self-interest of Western powers is balanced by the lack of democracy and human rights in Muslim societies which is a prey to an extremism directed against the West. The writers see violence as abhorrent to Islam. Fanaticism can be overcome only by justice and not by violence. It is a question of tackling the roots of injustice.
Amongst the stories is one of a former Lebanese militiaman, Hisham Shihab, trained to kill Christians but now a journalist and lecturer. He writes of a moment of truth when looking through his rifle sights he saw a Christian woman resembling his grandmother and could not fire. He quit the army and became a passionate agent in the defusing of hatred in Lebanon. ‘I decided to move from the ‘house of fear’ to the ‘house of love” he writes.
‘There are Muslims who claim to be religious but try to impose their views on others by force’ writes Imam Sajid and what Christian viewing history would not say the same of their co-religionists? ‘Like other religious traditions, Islam recognises the right of peoples to challenge aggression, even though it puts a higher premium on forgiveness.’ In practice the inadequacy of human beings often allows aggressive retaliation to eclipse such religious aspiration towards love and forgiveness in a hurtful situation. In the light of this, and the world’s present crisis, it is heartening to read so many personal testimonies to the ultimate priority of love and humanity
This booklet is remarkable for its generous, humble tone and an underlying conviction that the world needs to address the causes of the evil behind terrorism – the gap between rich and poor, the plight of refugees, the perceived indifference of the West – as much as she needs to identify and apprehend the terrorists themselves. As the book cover states, ‘the greatest danger is not the weapons, but the wells of hatred and anger, injustice and corruption that power the people who wield them’. Islam is one with other religions in being a resource to cleanse such wells.
