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If you want quickly to strengthen your capacity to give answer for your Christian faith lending a couple of hours to Michael Green’s latest book is a good strategy. In 189 pages you will find a clear exposé of 12 topical objections to Christianity. The invitation to lay aside prejudice, examine the evidence and prepare to be persuaded about Jesus makes the book also ideal for Christian enquirers. 
You Can’t Be Serious (2005) is an extensive revision of Green’s You Must Be Joking (1976). It engages with topical questions like ‘Didn’t Jesus have a baby with Mary Magdalene?’ (asserted in Dan Brown’s blockbuster Da Vinci Code)  as well as ‘Science has defeated faith’ (as claimed by Richard Dawkins of media fame). Michael Green’s enthusiasm is coupled to sympathy towards those confused about Christian claims as well as to scholarship that draws wisdom from the Christian centuries in fairly even-handed manner. I appreciated quotes from St. Augustine, Einstein, C.S.Lewis and Bishop Newbigin. 
The book centres on taking seriously the claim that Jesus was and is more than a good man. ‘What sense is there in shutting your eyes to the one person whom others testify a having broken the grip of death and having come back to tell us not only that there is an afterlife but how to get there?’ There is plenty more of that sort of challenge, laced with humour, insight into the human condition and enthusiasm for the faith of the church through the ages.
